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A Bitter-Sweet Year 
By the Chairman, Hayden Raysmith AM

Each year has its challenges but 2010/11 
was a salutary reminder of the need to 
listen, consult and work with the many 
publics that have a connection to the 
Abbotsford Convent. 

During the past financial year, a Tenant 
& Site Development Committee was 
formed, an updated Vision & Mission 
Statement prepared and precinct rules, 
leasing policy and communications 
charter was developed. Regular Board 
statements were and will continue to be 
posted on the website.

These are not exciting developments 
but they are important governance 
measures necessary for managing 
competing interests, dealing with  
conflict, working together and being 
more transparent. 

Just as resources have been allocated 
to upgrading the physical infrastructure 
(including a significant investment in 
re-painting the cavernous ground floor 
of the Convent building) resources have 
been invested in building a governance 
infrastructure robust enough to provide 
a platform for the second five-year 
business plan.

The vision for the next five years is  
very exciting and the draft business 
plan has received wide praise from 
funders, government, visitors and 
tenants. Maggie Maguire has been 
reappointed as CEO, the management 
structure now includes a Chief 
Operating Officer and a Board renewal 
process is happening in accordance 
with the skills-based matrix arising out 
of the independent OPPEUS review.

From the Board’s perspective 2010/11 
was bitter-sweet. It was the toughest  
and most successful yet. Tenancies,  
visits, events, occupancy and media 
coverage were all at record levels with 
many highlights. 

Governing a hugely popular community 
asset as complex as the Abbotsford 
Convent is, in football parlance, a “big ask” 
for an honorary Board. It requires a large 
commitment and great skill. My thanks  
to all of my fellow Directors and to 
Maggie as the talented and creative CEO 
who has brought the vision to life. We 
emerged from the tough year stronger  
and better equipped to take the vision to 
the next level.
The sprawling Abbotsford Convent site from the air.

“The mulTipliciTy of arT forms, 
meeTings, evenTs, classes, picnics, 
markeTs, rehearsals, workshops 

and informal gaTherings  
ThaT happen each and every day 

indicaTes ThaT people love coming 
To The abboTsford convenT.”

CEO Maggie Maguire
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The Evolution  
of a National  
Landmark Project
By the CEO Maggie Maguire

Another year has whooshed past in 
Abbotsford Convent land and as usual 
there was drama, intrigue, fun, confusion, 
change, innovation, challenges and 
improvements.

 Developing and guiding the complex 
community that is the Abbotsford Convent 
requires massive amounts of dexterity 
and demands capacious levels of patience. 
Much the same as it would have been 
when the precinct was occupied by the 
Sisters of the Good Shepherd, managing 
such a diverse ‘village community’ is 
complicated and multi-layered. 

 The multiplicity of art forms, meetings, 
events, classes, picnics, markets, 
rehearsals, workshops and informal 
gatherings that happen each and every 
day indicates that people love coming to 
the Abbotsford Convent. 

 The breadth of concepts, variety of 
new ideas and diversity of opinions 
constantly presented keeps the small but 

incredibly dedicated and focussed team 
of staff inspired and engaged. It seems 
everyone genuinely cares about the 
Abbotsford Convent and what happens  
in its walls and in its gardens.

 The site is all about people and how 
those people interact and use its facilities. 
Over the past 12 months, visitation 
from people who live far away from the 
Abbotsford Convent has increased and 
will continue to do so. Those extra people 
bring other layers of requests, desires 
and expectations; all of which have to be 
considered within the daily operations 
of looking after everything from toilet 
cleaning to the provision of signs.

 Now, thanks to the completion 
of works funded by the Federal 
Government’s Jobs Ready Heritage 
Program, visitors and tenants can  
access the eastern side of the site via  
a spectacular new piece of contemporary 
architecture – the first very modern 
element we’ve added! 

2010/11 was frenetically busy but 
whilst keeping an eye on the strategic 
vision for the project, we’ve also 
altered, improved and refreshed where 
appropriate. On we go!  
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A section of the unrestored 
Sacred Heart building  
(with the only remaining 
religious statue onsite). 
(Image by Amy Piesse)

Embodying the community spirit that is the foundation of the aims and missions of the Abbotsford Convent is Lentil as Anything, a social justice enterprise that represents inclusion, learning, diversity and nourishment.  
The Abbotsford Convent strives to embrace such qualities through the support and promotion of a wide variety of arts, cultural and learning activity that occurs on site all year round. (Image by Amy Piesse).



Keeping Baroque 
music alive
Joanne Saunders, a recorder maker, is 
a multi-talented Convent tenant with 
expertise in tool making, wood turning 
and carving, oboe and recorder playing, 
scuba and cave diving and she is a recent 
Churchill Fellowship recipient. 

Joanne’s studio on the top floor of the 
Convent building is like a step back in 
time. Precision tools and instruments set 
the scene for a creative and industrious 
work space in which Joanne meticulously 
fashions baroque recorders from 
Australian timbers. Such is her passion 
for the instrument that Joanne won a 
place under the Churchill Fellowship 
program to visit Paris, Oxford, Amsterdam, 
Copenhagen, Washington and New York 
to study several museum-housed baroque 
tenor recorders and visit other recorder 
makers and players. 

The Churchill Fellowship allowed 
Joanne to continue developing her craft 
at a global level, expand her artistic and 
professional experiences and bring the 
benefits of her expertise back home. It is 
Joanne’s intention, through delving into 

traditional recorder-making techniques  
to keep a lost musical art alive and create  
new uses for ancient methods of 
instrument making.

 Joanne says that she is “committed 
to working from original models and 
developing designs based on these 
instruments for use in today’s world. It 
is important to me as a maker to work as 
closely as possible from the original that 
was designed for period music with a 
specific sound in mind.”
Joanne Saunders in her Convent building studio.  
(Image by Anthony Strijker).

Abbotsford  
and beyond
The tenants of the Abbotsford Convent are 
a culturally diverse group whose creative 
footprint  reaches  far and wide. In 
addition to the work created and exhibited 
on site all year round, many of the artists 
and organisations take a little piece of the 
Convent with them whenever they exhibit 
or collaborate beyond the Convent walls. 
One of the most prolific has been artist 
Matthew Quick, whose work, during the 
last financial year was represented in 
awards and prizes such as The Norville 
Prize; The Redland Art Awards; The 
Paddington Art Prize; The Blake Prize 
Director’s Cut; The Mortimer Art Prize 
and was included as part of the Best of 
the Archibald Prize Salon des Refuses – 
amongst others.

Physical Dance Theatre KAGE 
presented work as part of the Castlemaine 
State Festival; Artist Rob McHaffie 
ventured off shore to exhibit in Dunedin, 

New Zealand while artist Rona Green 
popped up not far from there at Solander 
in Wellington.

In the same twelve month period, 
writer Chris Womersley was short-
listed for the Miles Franklin Award 
for his novel Bereft; Peepshow Inc’s 
Convent-based multi-media performance 
season of The Lost Story of the 
Magdalen Asylum was nominated for 
one of Melbourne’s most prestigious 
performing arts awards, the 2010 Green 
Room Awards;  writer Jen Storer was 
shortlisted for the Prime Minister’s 
Literary Awards for her novel Tensy 
Farlow and the Home for Mislaid 
Children and Convent-based performer 
George McEncroe wooed audiences  
of the 2010 Melbourne Fringe Festival 
with The Care Factor.

There has of course been more going 
on over the financial year but this is a 
snap shot of the fantastic impact the 
artistic community is having beyond the 
Convent walls.

Ngarnga Wulempuri 
Culture and  
Wellbeing Centre
The Wurundjeri Tribe Land Compensation 
and Cultural Heritage Council is 
comprised of around 100 members who 
are direct descendants of the Wurundjeri 
(Woiwurrung) people. The Wurundjeri 
lived on the site now known as the 
Abbotsford Convent for thousands of years 
utilising the natural amphitheatre created 
by the steep and sweeping banks of the 
Yarra River  – Birrarung, meaning river  
of mists – for its shelter and resource-rich 
natural environment.

The Wurundjeri Tribe Land 
Compensation and Cultural Heritage 
Council opened the Ngarnga Wulempuri 
Culture and Wellbeing Centre at the 
Abbotsford Convent during 2010. The 
Centre is designed to maintain cultural 

teaching, keep cultural practices alive 
and broaden community experiences and 
understanding of Wurundjeri history. 

The space allows for a thriving art and 
craft program to engage a large number 
of the Wurundjeri community. The art 
and craft workshops enable Wurundjeri 
members to share and learn about 
traditional cultural practices such as the 
creation of possum skin cloaks, feather 
flowers, wood burning, painting and basket 
weaving. The work that goes into the arts 
and craft serves to preserve and protect the 
traditional Wurundjeri community with 
an opportunity to express themselves as 
artists and Traditional Owners.

The Wurundjeri Tribe Land 
Compensation and Cultural Heritage 
Council has been a tenant of the Abbotsford 
Convent Foundation since 2007.
The Jindi Woraback Dancers perform at the Convent’s Open 
Day, inviting audience participation. (Image by Cindy Schultz).

Coast
During March 2011 Convent fibre artist Wendy 
Golden and Mercator Studio painter Pip Davey 

collaborated to produce an exhibition of new work 
with a coastal theme. The St Helier Street Store 

+ Gallery hosts regular exhibitions of the work of 
Abbotsford Convent artists and artisans, providing 

a showcase for their work, a meeting point for 
artists and a platform from which to explore 

creative development and artistic collaboration.
Pip and Wendy are long-term tenants of the 

Convent, each having maintained a studio on site  
for more than five years. 

Fibre Artist Wendy Golden works on one of her pieces  
(Image by Cindy Schultz).

Rehearsal and development
The Rosina Dorms are sought after by creative 
individuals and companies requiring dedicated 

rehearsal and development space to produce work. 
In May 2011 the contemporary dance company, 

BalletLab used the Dorms to rehearse a new work 
for the 2011 Melbourne Festival. BalletLab’s Artistic 

Director, Phillip Adams, called the Abbotsford 
Convent a “Utopia of creativity unique to 

Melbourne, offering an inspiring theatrical backdrop 
to experiment with art making”. Other venues are 

used by charities, social enterprises, community 
groups, wellbeing and fitness groups for classes and 

workshops; corporate and government organisations 
for meetings and seminars; the film and television 

industry for filming mini-series and commercials; as 
well as by those staging weddings and parties.

BalletLab in rehearsal mode (Image by Jeff Busby).

Peepshow on Show
As part of the Melbourne Fringe Festival in 
September 2010 the Convent’s image-based 

theatre company, Peepshow Inc, staged a site-
specific  performance work  using the still-derelict 

Magdalene Laundries, Industrial School and 
Sacred Heart precinct. Peepshow’s  unique  

visual, physical and sensory theatre retold the 
story of the Magdalene Asylum in a part-fact, 
part-fiction account of life at the Abbotsford 
Convent in the late 1800s. The ‘Lost Story of 

the Magdalene Asylum’ was made possible with  
funding from The Margaret Lawrence Bequest, 

managed by Perpetual, and in kind support from 
the Abbotsford Convent Foundation. 

Carole Patullo and Teresa Blake perform in the Sacred Heart 
buildings in Peepshow’s The Lost Story of the Magdalene 
Asylum. (Image by Pia Johnson).

Pushover
Victoria’s longest-running all-ages live music 

festival, Push Over, returned to the Abbotsford 
Convent on Sunday 13 March 2011 with a line-up  

of upcoming Aussie talent, the freshest young 
Victorian acts, some of the country’s most fast 

and furious hardcore and metal bands and a full 
arena of bouncing hip hop music and break dance. 

Thirty-five acts performed across four stages 
within the Sacred Heart and Rosina precincts of 

the Abbotsford Convent, contributing to the diverse 
cultural mix of activity regularly presented on site. 

Jamie Rolph from Melbourne Band Masketta Fall performs  
on the day. (Image by Caz Whiteman).

CULTURE

The cenTre is designed To  
mainTain culTural Teaching,  

keep culTural pracTices alive  
and broaden communiTy 

eXperiences and undersTanding  
of wurundJeri hisTory.

Grotesques on the 
adjoining chapel 
keep watch over  

the Convent site.
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Open Day 2010
The annual Open Day sees the Convent 
community come together to showcase 
the diverse cultural activity that occurs 
both out-and-loud and quietly-and-
contemplatively, across the site. On 
Sunday 7 November 2010, 5,000 visitors 
visited the Convent artists as they worked 
in their studios  and also viewed their 
work in exhibitions presented in the c3 
Contemporary Art Space and in the St 
Heliers Street Store + Gallery.

To launch Open Day 2010, the Jindi 
Worabak Dancers presented a Welcome 
to Country with a Smoking and Dance 
Ceremony at the Cork Oak Path entrance 
to the Convent,  followed by a Wurundjeri-

led procession into the Convent grounds. 
During the afternoon a Convent tenant, 
The Song Room, presented drumming 
workshops; regular hirer of the Rosina 
Auditorium, the youth-based circus 
performance troupe Trick Circus offered 
circus training demonstrations; the 
students of Convent-based Interact Arts 
Education program performed a multi-
media musical; and a Convent tenant, 
3MBS Classical Radio, provided guided 
tours of the station. 

A highlight of the 2010 Open Day 
was people having access to the derelict 
former Industrial School – which is part 
of the Sacred Heart School, where the 
space was activated with an interpretive 
display of historical ephemera from 

the Convent’s past. Heritage items are 
constantly being collected and stored by 
the Abbotsford Convent Foundation for 
use in future displays.

The 2010 Open Day and other events 
staged at the Convent, such as the State 
of Design Festival and Craft Cubed, bring 
the work of the Convent tenants to the 
attention of new audiences, potential clients 
and the media. It is part of the Abbotsford 
Convent Foundation’s mission to facilitate 
creative and community collaboration, 
encourage new networks and promote the 
work of the Convent tenants through the 
presentation of large public events.
The derelict former Industrial School was activated for Open 
Day 2010 with an interpretive display of historical ephemera 
from the Convent’s past.

Food, fashion,  
art and craft
A large percentage of the visitors who 
come to the Convent arrive with the 
anticipation of engaging in a creative or 
cultural experience. Almost every week 
there is a special event happening to 
attract the community to the Convent – 
whether it be art and craft, food, fashion, 
music, performance or mental and 
physical nurturing.

During the 2010/11 financial year, four 
different markets shared dates on the 
calendar.  These were: The Slow Food 
Farmers’ Market held on the fourth 
Saturday of each month; the Shirt & Skirt 
Market held on the third Sunday of each 
month; the Maker’s Market also held on 
the third Sunday of each month; and the 
Supper Market held each Friday night 
over summer.

In between those events, festivals, the 
world’s only crime and justice writers’ 
festival, a guitar festival, an opera festival, 
workshops, classes and conferences 
happened; each aimed at different sectors 
and interest groups in the community. 
Over the course of the year, every week, 
the Abbotsford Convent site welcomed 
approximately 10,000 visitors to the site. 
Visitors start arriving early in the day for 
the Convent Bakery’s cooked breakfasts, 
coffees, juices and croissants. Throughout 
the day, the Japanese Soul Food Cafe called 
Kappaya serves bento boxes, green tea 
and sake and the St Heliers Street Store 
+ Gallery serves tea and toast. During 
the evening people gather at the House 
of Refreshment for refreshments and 
all day long, Lentil As Anything serves a 
vegetarian buffet and chai tea with live 
acoustic music.
The Convent Annexe comes alive during the Supper Market, 
held Friday evenings during summer.  

A change of gardening guard
In July 2010, the Convent’s garden volunteers 

gathered in the rotunda to farewell Pamela Jellie  
as she retired from her role as head gardener. 

She has spent more than six years transforming 
the once shambolic and forgotten paradise into 

the carefully considered and organically evolved 
garden that exists today. Marg Allan has since 

taken on the role and with ongoing support from 
the committed team of gardening volunteers the 

gardens continue to be glorious, befitting their long 
and significant past Fittingly, just near the rotunda 

is a very old pomegranate tree, Punica granatum 
that signifies immortality, resurrection, unity and 

nourishment of the soul.

Past and present gardeners join the gardening volunteers in  
the rotunda. Pamela Jellie is third from left, Marg Allan is  
third from the right (make sure you say hello next time you  
are in the gardens!).

Wellbeing Insights
During July, August and September 2010 a 

collaboration of practitioners from the Wellbeing 
wing of the Convent presented a series of free 

Wellbeing Insight Seminars at the Convent. Almost 
100 people participated in three workshops that 
dealt with Homeopathy, Ayurveyda, Traditional 

Chinese Medicine, Feldenkrais, Alexander 
Technique, Yoga, Counselling and Kineseolgy. 

Each session took the form of a presentation by a 
Wellbeing practitioner, practical demonstrations 

and Q&A time, followed by afternoon tea supplied 
by Kappaya Japanese Soul Food Cafe, located  

in the Convent Annexe. The seminars evidenced  
a community of Convent tenants working together 

to educate and nurture the broader community.

Practitioners from the Wellbeing Wing discuss their modalities 
at the forum. (Image by Julia Broome).

The ADFAS Award
The Australian Decorative and Fine Arts Society 

(ADFAS) Yarra organised an encouragement prize 
to be awarded during the Tenant’s Salon Show 
which was staged in the St Heliers Street Store 
+ Gallery in December 2010. The artworks were 

judged by Jason Smith, Director and CEO of Heide 
Museum of Modern Art, Dr Bronwyn Stocks, 

Senior Lecturer of Theory at the Faculty  
of Art & Design, Monash University and the  

Chair of ADFAS, Christine Penfold.  
The Award was presented to Ralf Kempken  

and Richard Denny for their collaborative work 
‘Otto Goes to Brown Town’.

The winning work of Otto goes to Brown Town!

pARTicipate
 pARTicipate was a collaborative event held at the 
St Helier Street Store + Gallery during April 2011  

to celebrate five years of the Melbourne Art 
Therapy Studio being a tenant at the Abbotsford 

Convent. Melbourne Art Therapy uses art as  
a healing tool, bringing communities closer 

together to raise awareness about the existence  
and the benefits of art as therapy. One aspect  
of the exhibition was created by the students  

of the Sophia Mundi Steiner School. The vibrant 
completed mural is now on permanent display  

on the ground floor of the Convent building,  
in the west wing.

The mural in progress after considerable work was  
completed by the Sophia Mundi Steiner students  
(Image by Robyn DeVries).
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Financial HIGHLIGHTS 

Your generous financial support keeps the Abbotsford Convent alive!
www.abbotsfordconvent.com.au

STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
For the year ended 30 June 2011

2011 2010
OPERATING REVENUE $ $
Car park income 399,059 338,345
Events & room hire 440,811 399,163 
Rental income 1,121,182 995,796 
Recoveries of outgoings 70,670 70,096 
Other revenue 31,507 4,124 
Interest income 92,218 90,921 
TOTAL REVENUE: 2,155,447 1,898,445

OPERATING EXPENDITURE
Car park operations 106,661 95,725 
Depreciation 375,854 337,791 
Events 736 50,045 
Insurance, rates & taxes 176,286 171,695 
Marketing & communications 56,514 64,924 
Office expenses 18,761 21,403 
Site operating costs 750,262 622,056 
Staff & employee expenses 888,716 757,965 
Other expenses 75,609 56,799 
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENDITURE 2,449,399 2,178,403

OPERATING (DEFICIT)/SURPLUS (293,952) (279,958)     

GRANTS, DONATIONS & SPONSORSHIP
Grant income 220,860 2,540,005 
Transfers from the ACF Arts Trust Fund -   35,000 
Donations 3,527 1,931 
TOTAL GRANTS, DONATIONS  
& SPONSORSHIP

224,387 2,576,936

(DEFICIT)/SURPLUS  
FOR THE YEAR

  (69,565) 2,296,978 

Income tax expense - -
(Deficit)/Surplus for the Year (69,565) 2,296,978
TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE (DEFICIT)/
SURPLUS 

(69,565) 2,296,978 

Abbotsford Convent 
Foundation Arts Trust
STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
For Year Ended 30 June 2011

2011 2010
REVENUE $ $
Donations - cash 36,074 60,015
Interest income 4,969 3,130

TOTAL REVENUE 41,043 63,145

Donations to Abbotsford Convent 
Foundation

- (35,000)

Bank charges (402) (340)

SURPLUS BEFORE TAX 40,641 27,805

Income tax expense - -

Surplus for the year 40,641 27,805

Other comprehensive income - -

TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE SURPLUS 40,641 27,805

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
As at 30 June 2011

2011 2010
$ $

ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents 165,257 139,679
Trade and other receivables 457 394
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 165,714 140,073

TOTAL ASSETS 165,714 140,073

LIABILITIES
Trade and other payables 20,090 35,090
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 20,090 35,090

TOTAL LIABILITIES 20,090 35,090

NET ASSETS 145,624 104,983

Settlement amount 100 100
Retained income 145,524 104,883

TOTAL EQUITY 145,624 104,983

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 
As at 30 June 2011

2011 2010
CURRENT ASSETS $ $
Cash & cash equivalents 1,517,115 2,232,931
Trade & other receivables 86,964 62,694
Prepayments 115,745 128,054
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 1,719,824 2,423,679

NON CURRENT ASSETS 
Property, plant  
& equipment

12,524,686 12,525,635

TOTAL ASSETS 14,244,510 14,949,314

CURRENT LIABILITIES  
Trade & other payables 361,985 763,550
Deferred income 133,299 357,255
Rental bonds & deposits 148,264 150,230
Employee benefits 60,303 72,632
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 703,851 1,343,667

NON CURRENT LIABILITIES  
Employee benefits 34,401 29,824
TOTAL NON CURRENT 
LIABILITIES

34,401 29,824

TOTAL LIABILITIES 738,252 1,373,491

NET ASSETS 13,506,258 13,575,823

Equity 13,506,258   13,575,823

TOTAL EQUITY 13,506,258 13,575,823

Abridged financial statements: These abridged financial statements are prepared from the full audited financial statements.Abbotsford Convent 
Foundation is constituted as a company limited by guarantee. The company owns and manages the property at Abbotsford. The company also acts  

as trustee of the Abbotsford Convent Foundation Arts Trust. The financial statements are prepared in accordance with Australian Accounting 
Standards and the Corporations Act 2001. The statements are audited by Deloitte and lodged with the Australian Securities & Investments 

Commission. A complete set of financial statements is available from the Foundation office and is published at www.abbotsfordconvent.com.au

 Abbotsford Convent Foundation

The AbboTsford ConvenT foundATion hAs A rAnge of seCure And  
diverse inCome sTreAms inCluding: leAses, CAr pArking fees, venue  

hire And evenT liCenses. AfTer pAying All ouTgoings, inCluding  
lAnd TAx And CounCil rATes, The ACf is ConsisTenTly finAnCiAlly self 

suffiCienT And hAs generATed operATing surpluses sinCe 2007.
Through support from the three levels of 
government and the philanthropic sector, 
60% of the site is now restored. $12.2 
million has been expended since April 
2004 and a recent pledge of $2 million 
has been committed by a philanthropist to 
leverage further funding. 

The value of economic activity at  
the Convent is impressive. Employment 
and volunteerism have increased 
significantly over the past year with 
existing businesses supporting an 
estimated 515 jobs in 2010/11, comprising 
345 full-time and 170 part- time/casual 
employment positions. A further 450 
full time equivalent jobs are supported 
indirectly elsewhere in the wider 
economy (regional, state and national) 
through the operation of the multiplier 
effect. In addition to paid employment, 
many volunteer positions are supported 
through the activities at the Convent, 
with an estimated 350 individuals 
currently participating in a volunteer 
capacity. Based on surveys conducted 
by Essential Economics with Convent 

tenants, the existing turnover for the 
117 current tenants is estimated to be 
approximately $16.4m per year.

Many people visited the site each week 
with 600,000+ people entering the main 
gate during the financial year.  The precinct 
offers competitive rates for spaces in a 
unique heritage precinct to tenants, venue 
hirers, charities, not for profit groups, 
emerging creative practitioners and 
artists and charges low rent to the on-site 
businesses and social enterprises that assist 
the project’s goals of inclusion, incubation 
and connectivity.  The Abbotsford Convent 
Foundation also provides tenants with in-
kind venue support, advice and support for 
external funding applications.

The Convent attracts more annual 
visitors than cultural sites such as 
Australian Centre for Moving Image, 
Scienceworks, the Planetarium, the 
Royal Exhibition Building, the Shrine 
of Remembrance, Melbourne Museum, 
Werribee Zoo, Healesville Sanctuary,  
the Australian Centre for Contemporary 
Arts, the Immigration Museum, 

Melbourne Recital Centre, Heide Gallery 
of Modern Art and the Centre for 
Contemporary Photography.

The current 117 leases on site include 
painters; illustrators; video and film 
producers; digital artists; industrial 
designers; jewellers; writers and 
poets; sculptors; architects; musicians, 
photographers; animators; a fibre artist; 
web designers; print makers; puppeteers; 
theatre companies; musicians; a public 
relations firm for the arts; environmental 
consultants; publishers and more. There 
is a radio station (3MBS); a number of 
charities; an arts education school for 
people with a disability (Interact); a 
Sophia Mundi Steiner School; two art 
galleries; a pottery studio; three cafes 
including the social enterprise Lentil 
as Anything; a bakery; two bars and a 
wellbeing wing with 35 complementary 
health practitioners. The precinct is also 
the inaugural home of the Wurundjeri 
Tribe Land & Compensation Cultural 
Heritage Council Inc.                                                                                                             

During the year at the  
Abbotsford Convent; 

› 474 performing arts rehearsals  
and 86 arts development projects  
happened on site;

› 232 Community and not for profit  
bookings took place;

› 227 charitable organisations used the Convent 
for events, workshops and meetings;

› 370 wellbeing and fitness classes were held; 

› 291 creative classes took place; 

› 164 business groups and 91 governmental  
groups held workshops;

› 61 weddings occurred;

› 22 films and advertisements were shot; 

› 67 public tours were conducted;

› 330 visitors interviewed at random on  
June 26 came from 123 suburbs and towns 
across inner and wider Melbourne, Victoria  
and interstate, and; 

› On site tours were given to representatives  
of 103 different Australian local councils.
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Restoring the  
Sacred Heart
The Federal Government – through its 
Jobs Fund (Heritage Projects) stimulus 
package – contributed $1.75 million 
for works on the Sacred Heart building 
restoration (incorporating the Industrial 
School and the Magdalene Laundries). 
The Sacred Heart building occupies 
a 5100 square metre footprint and 
represents much of the remaining 40 per 
cent of the site requiring work to open it 
to the community.

The funding enabled roof works, 
external timber restoration and painting, 
the installation of fire sprinklers and 
heating and electrical works to the 
entire building. It is envisioned that once 
restoration is completed, the Sacred Heart 
building will house bespoke artisans, 
a performance space, spaces for the 
physical arts, office spaces for charitable 
and cultural organisations, artist studios, 
creative workshop spaces and more – all set 
around the Sacred Heart Courtyard, which 
will become a busy little public piazza.

An outcome of the recent works was 
the completion of a ‘breezeway’ from 
the Sacred Heart Courtyard through the 
Laundries to the Mercator Building on the 
eastern side of the precinct. Magdalene 
Laundries, once a common element of 
Good Shepherd Convents all over the world, 
have nearly all been demolished, with the 
Abbotsford  Laundries remaining as one 
of the last standing examples of this type of 
institutional care left remaining.
ACF staff, Convent tenants and Jet the Dog in the  
new Breezeway (Photographer – Teagan Glenane,  
Fairfax Syndication).

Garden Shed
Thanks to support from Dame Elisabeth 
Murdoch AC DBE, the Convent now has 
a new garden shed, replacing an old one 
that was unsafe for use. The new shed 
is Garden HQ for the gardening staff, 
their many volunteers and community 
and corporate groups who lend a hand 
tending the Convent’s many hectares of 
green open space. 

“The Abbotsford Convent is evolving 
into everything the community ever 
dreamed it would be; welcoming people 
from all walks of life and offering them 
a restful and creative environment 
that is rare and special in our lives. I 
have had great pleasure in watching my 
donations being put to such effective 
use at the Abbotsford Convent and 
seeing everything flourish there.  
Into the future, this place will be a 
special sanctuary and we should all  
be grateful we have it”.

Dame Elisabeth Murdoch AC DBE, 2009

Mr Joe Wilkinson, Dame Elisabeth Murdoch AC DBE and ACF 
CEO Maggie Maguire visit the Convent’s herb garden.

Our Business Supporters

DEVELOPMENT 

Please consider  
the Abbotsford 
Convent Foundation 
in your Will
The Abbotsford Convent is owned by the 
Abbotsford Convent Foundation (ACF) 
– a charitable organisation entrusted 
to manage, protect and invigorate the 
Abbotsford Convent as a landmark arts, 
cultural and learning precinct. The ACF’s 
income streams are diverse and healthy 
and sustain its operations but additional 
support is required to continue restoring 
the 7000+ square metres of buildings 
that still lie dormant to activate them for 
community use.

By remembering the Abbotsford Convent 
in your Will you can help make the precinct 
all it can be, so that this precious part of 
Melbourne can continue to be enjoyed now 
and for generations to come.

The Convent does not receive regular 
government funding so projects to improve 
the site rely on the public’s generosity. For 
more information about the Convent and 
the many wonderful opportunities to help 
the precinct reach its great potential, please 
call Maggie Maguire on 03 9415 3600 or 
email mmaguire@abbotsfordconvent.com.au 
Alternatively, please go to  
www.abbotsfordconvent.com.au 
A school group play around the Tristania Tree. 

“I urge you to consider how leaving 
the Convent a gift in your Will offers a 
tangible legacy to add joy to the lives 
of our children, their children and so 
on. Every gift – however large or small 

– makes a difference. Supporting the 
Convent in your Will costs nothing now, 
but knowing your legacy and generosity 
will benefit future generations could 
give you joy for years to come!”

Maggie Maguire. CEO, Abbotsford Convent Foundation

Thank You
The Abbotsford Convent Foundation 
acknowledges the significant philanthropic 
support received during 2010-2011 from 
the following people and organisations:

Alison Barber, Emily Booth, Helen Brack, 
David J. Cotterill, Alison Duncan, 
Andrew Evans, Brenton Geyer,  
Rose Gilder, Hans & Petra Henkell – 
Henkell Family Fund, Graeme &  
Joan Johnson, Michael J Taffy Jones, 
Peter Kelly, Robert Kirby & Mem Kirby 
OAM, Peter Kronberg, John Landy AC 
MBE & Lynne Landy, Maggie Maguire, 
The Makers Market, The McLeod 
Family Foundation, Pamela McLure,  
Professor Peter McPhee & Charlotte 
Allen, The National Australia Bank (NAB), 
Rema O’Neill, Michelle Quigley SC,  
Sally Romanes, Chris Schultz,  
Greg Shalit & Miriam Faine,  
The Sisters of the Good Shepherd,  
Lady Marigold Southey AC, The Trust 
Company as Trustees of the  
Fred P Archer Trust, Phill Virgo,  
The Yuligbar Foundation, Leon Zwier,  
The City of Yarra.

Go to www.abbotsfordconvent.com.au  
for the list acknowledging significant 
support during the past decade.

Amongst other projects, a number of 
the above donations have funded the 
commencement of the Abbotsford Convent 
signage strategy. Signage will not only help 
the public navigate their way around the 
complex precinct but will also provide 
historical information so people can better 
understand the Convent’s important place 
in Australia’s rough and tumble history.

Corporate Support
The Abbotsford Convent Foundation (ACF) 
has been the recipient of much pro bono, 
in kind, volunteer and financial support 
from the business and corporate sector. 
During the year, busy teams came from 
PwC and Deloitte to roll up their sleeves 
and assist with the restoration of the 
gardens to their former glory. Thanks  
also must go to Deloitte as the ACF’s pro 
bono auditors.

Allens Arthur Robinson has again 
provided the ACF with substantial pro 
bono legal advice throughout the year. Our 
relationship was nominated for an AbaF 
(Australian Business Arts Foundation) 
Award and received Good Practice 
Recognition Status for the partnership. 
During the year, the ACF was also assisted 
pro bono by the legal firm Freehills and  
by Michelle Quigley SC.

The ACF and c3 Contemporary Art 
Space have received great support, in  
kind and financial, from Colour Factory,  
PLOT Media, 
Redprint,  
Hotel Agencies, 
Montalto Vineyard 
& Olive Grove  
and Terrace 
Gardens Florist.
Deloitte employee  
Alex Richardson working 
in the Gardens on the 
Deloitte Impact Day.
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3MBS Volunteer Radio Hosts Peter Bandy  
and Jon Churchward.

Convent Interns Chun-Ju Chang and Chi Ling with 
c3 Contemporary Art Space Director Jon Butt.

The Governor the Hon Alex Chernov AO QC and 
Mrs Elisabeth Chernov are given a tour of the 
Convent by ACF Deputy Chair Mike Smith. 
(Image by Cindy Schultz).

St Heliers Street Store + Gallery Proprietor  
Cameron Miller and Convent Hunter Gatherer 
Charlie Sublet (Image by Robyn DeVries).

Sophia Mundi Steiner students perform at the 
Convent Open Day (Image by Cindy Schultz).

Tenants from the Collingwood Children’s Farm  
drop by for their weekly Zumba class. 

Visitors to the Convent’s Vegan Festival.

‘The Sisters Hayes’ at their exhibition opening.

Participants talk shop as part of the Fringe’s Jump 
Mentoring Program.

Musician Peter Lubulwa and Fashion Designer 
Osamu Miyagi visit the Opera Festival.

Industrial Designers Justin Hutchinson and Dhiren 
Bhagwandas host visitors to their Mercator Studio.

Interact Australia’s Arts Practitioners enjoy  
one of their regular events with the Early  
Learning Centre Students.

Find out how to help the Abbotsford Convent Project
www.abbotsfordconvent.com.au

iT is ofTen said ThaT The abboTsford convenT should have iTs own 
posTcode, currency and posTage sTamp, for such is The mini-polis  

ThaT eXisTs wiThin iTs walls. people come To The convenT To  
work and To play; To learn and To Teach; To creaTe and To inspire;  

To heal and To nurTure and To relaX.

CONTACT: 
The Abbotsford Convent Foundation 
1 St Heliers St, Abbotsford 
PO Box 417, Abbotsford VIC 3067 
03 9415 3600 
info@abbotsfordconvent.com.au 
www.abbotsfordconvent.com.au
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